
Long Term Plan CYCLE A Year 3 & Year 4 

Religious Education syllabus AMV https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/ supported by the 

Understanding Christianity Resource www.understandingchristianity.org.uk 

CYCLE 
Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

A 

Unit 12 
AMV JUDAISM 

 

Unit 2A.3  
UC INCARNATION 

(CHRISTMAS) 

Unit 5 
 AMV Why are some 
journeys and places 

special?  
 

Unit 2A.5  
UC SALVATION 

(EASTER) 
Unit 2A.1  

UC CREATION / FALL 
 

Unit 9  
AMV How should 
we live and who 
can inspire us? 

National 
Curriculum 

• NA St Philip’s follows the https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/ syllabus, using the Understanding Christianity resource 
alongside this. 

Additional 
Knowledge 

& 
Skills 

Judaism Knowledge 

• Jews accept the Old Testament (‘Torah’) 
and await a Messiah 

• They meet in a building called a 
‘synagogue’ (on Shabbat – Sabbath day, 
which is a Saturday) 

• Jewish people rest on the Shabbat – in 
obedience to the 10 commandments 

• A common greeting among Jews is 
‘Shalom’ meaning ‘peace’ 

• The Torah is written in Hebrew. 
Pentateuch refers to the first 5 books of 
the Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

• The Mezuzah is a parchment with the 
Shema in it; it contains part of the Torah 
written upon it: Hebrew verses contain the 
prayer, Shema Yisrael, ‘Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is One’ 

• Bar/Bat Mitzvah is the celebration of 
becoming a grown-up for each Jewish boy 
or girl 

• Genealogies are important in Jewish life; 
e.g. Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of 
Isaac, the son of Abraham etc. 

• Hear the story of Passover (Pesach) found 
in Exodus 12.  Know that Jews celebrate 
Pesach annually 

• For the Passover meal a Seder plate is used 
symbolically – 6 foods to help remember 
the story 

• A Jewish priest is called a ‘rabbi’ 

• Abraham the father of the nation – God 
promised his descendants would be as 
many as the ‘night stars’  

• A land promised to his people (Canaan, 
known today as Israel) 

• There were 12 tribes (Jacob’s sons) 

Incarnation Knowledge 

• Christians believe in the trinity 
(Father, Son & Spirit) 

• The 3 are part of 1 God; link to 
beginning of assembly, ‘God the 
Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit’ 

• The father sent the son to earth 
(incarnation – God made flesh) 

• The Spirit is sometimes called the 
‘Counsellor’ – helper 

• John Chapter 1 is similar to Genesis 
1 – In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God 

• Know the ‘Word’ means Jesus 

• Followers of Jesus are called to 
‘believe and be baptised’ 

• Baptism can be as a baby 
(Christening) or an adult (baptism) 

• Washing of water is symbolic – 
linked to washing away of sin 

• Baptism is a public sign of faith 

• John the Baptist (part of the 
Christmas story) was a relation of 
Jesus 

• John called people to repent (turn 
from their sins) 

• Know the story of the Ethiopian 
man baptised by Philip 

• Know that Jesus was baptised by 
John 

• Locate Ethiopia on a word map 
(planner) 

• Locate Ethiopia on a map of Africa 

• When Christians are baptised today 
the minister/vicar will say the 
words: 

list the main facts that should be 
learned 
make sure you show progress from 
previous age ranges 
list the skills that should be learned 
and extended 
make sure you show progress from 
previous age ranges 
 
 

 list the main facts that should be 
learned 
make sure you show progress 
from previous age ranges 
i.e. list the region in a European 
country and a region in North or 
South American that should be 
studied alongside the South West 
UK 
 

 

 list the skills that should be 
learned and extended 
make sure you show progress 
from previous age ranges 
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• Moses was called to lead the people out of 
slavery in Egypt 

 
Skills for this topic: Judaism 

• Compare different faiths in relation to their 
place of worship and the day on which 
they attend 

• Describe how over time writing 
materials/paper has changed (parchment; 
papyrus; paper) 

• Describe how Jewish society has had an 
impact on modern society (rules to live by; 
living alongside others in harmony; refer to 
10 Commandments) 

 
Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
• I can sequence some key periods and 

events from religious stories in 
chronological with a growing awareness of 
date 

Change and continuity 
• I can recognise similarities and differences 

between the lives of people living in 
different periods of time. 

Cause and effect 
• I can explain – from religious stories - why 

significant events happened, why people 
behaved as they did, and begin to think 
about the consequences this may have 
had. 

• ‘I baptised you in the name of the 
father, the son and the Holy Spirit’ 

 
 
Skills for this topic: Incarnation 

• Describe how Christians celebrate 
Christmas time differently 
throughout the world 

• Describe how traditions such as the 
Christmas tree (Prince Albert 
C.1850s) have developed over 
recent years 

 
Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
• I can sequence some key periods 

and events from religious stories in 
chronological with a growing 
awareness of date 

Change and continuity 
• I can recognise similarities and 

differences between the lives of 
people living in different places & 
periods of time. How Christmas is 
celebrated differently now to 500 
years ago 

 
Cause and effect 
I can explain – from religious stories - 
why significant events happened, why 
people behaved as they did, and begin 
to think about the consequences this 
may have had. E.g. Herod; Joseph 

Our 
Curriculum 

Our Intent 

• engaging children with the major faiths of 
our day; what is believed across our city, 
country and the wider world... we want our 
children to be genuinely intrigued by how 
faith impacts upon the lives of believers – 
both today and in the past.... we want our 
children to listen sincerely to the 
viewpoints of others 

 
Local 

• What places of Jewish worship are local to 
us? Did you know that by Combe Down 
school there is a Jewish burial place?  Visit 
the Park Row Synagogue in Bristol and 
prepare children with questions from their 
learning 

Our intent 
 

• to consider what relevance such 
faith may have on us today in the 
21st century – Most (if not all) 
children will celebrate Christmas 
with their families this year 

 
Local 

• How is Christmas celebrated 
differently throughout our city? 
Does everyone celebrate it? If not, 
why not? Could children sing carols 
at the nearby Old People’s Home? 

Link to subject intent statement –how 
will teaching this topic fulfil aspects of 
your intent statement? 
what first hand experiences will help 
children learn about this topic? 
Can we exploit features and amenities 
of our local area to enhance the 
teaching and learning of this topic? 
 

   

Transfer & 
Connect 

Prior Knowledge 

• Some information about the Egyptian 
civilisation and the buildings they made; 
gods they worshipped (in preparation for 
the story of the Exodus) 

 
Prior Skills 
KS1 

• I know that Jews meet in a synagogue and 
call their holy book the Torah (Cycle B – 
‘Where do we belong’?) 

• To know that names have specific 
meanings (e.g. Abraham ‘father of many’ – 

Prior Knowledge 

• Personal experience of Christmas 
celebrations 

• Experience of previous Christmas 
learning/celebrating at St Philip’s 

 
Prior Skills 
KS1 

• Jesus is God (in flesh) 

• Jesus is God in person 

• The main angel sent to give news in 
the Christmas story was called 
Gabriel 

Make explicit links with prior learning 
and skills (earlier KS or phase) both 
within the subject and in other 
subjects 
How will this link to future learning 
and future skills? 
What contexts can this topic be 
placed into? 
What concepts connect this topic to 
others? 
 
 

 The intent of our RE curriculum is 
to engage children with the major 
faiths of our day: what is believed 
across our city, country and the 
wider world. We want our 
children to be genuinely intrigued 
by how faith impacts upon the 
lives of believers, both today and 
in the past, and to consider what 
relevance such faith may have on 
us today in the 21st century. We 
encourage our children to listen 
sincerely to the viewpoints of 

 



Cycle B – How we celebrate journeys 
through life). 

• I know that Jews, Muslims and Christians 
believe in one God 

• Law means ‘rules to live by’ (Cycle B – How 
should we live our lives) 

• To know that Jews celebrate Passover and 
had a leader called Moses (EYFS Why are 
some times special) 

 
Future Learning 

• In Term 3.2, children will learn about 
special people who can inspire us in our 
lives today 

• In Term 2.1 children will learn about 
special places; such as Jerusalem, Israel 

• In Year 5&6, children will learn about 
another world faith, Islam 

 
Connections, Concepts and Contexts 

• Key religious / historical concepts to 
explore in this topic and relate to other 
civilization: government, Egyptians, 
empire. 

• Use the classroom timeline to 
contextualise the Ancient Egypt period and 
relate to where Moses fits with Jesus and 
then us 

• Use maps to locate Egypt and situate 
within the context of Europe and the 
World 

• Discuss the notion of slavery - compare the 
democratic process of Ancient Greece  
 

• Angels are messengers 

• Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
 
Future Learning 

• In Term 2.2, children will learn 
about Easter; and will order major 
events such as Creation; Incarnation 
and Easter 

• In Year 5&6, children will learn that 
Jesus’ birth was a humble one – 
appearing to shepherds, being born 
in a stable 

 
Connections, Concepts and Contexts 

• Identify the ‘Incarnation’ on the 
class timeline on the class history 
display. 

• Identify ‘incarnation’ on the Bible 
‘frieze’ – connect to the Latin, in 
carne (in flesh) 

• Use maps to locate Israel and 
Bethlehem on a map 

• Locate the bordering country, Egypt 
and that Egypt is in the continent of 
Africa 

• Connect with the Roman Empire 
(that was spread through much of 
the Middle East and Europe during 
the time of Christ) 

others and to show empathy to 
those whose worldview may be 
very different to their own, 
drawing comparison with their 
own lives. We believe that with 
greater understanding comes 
greater tolerance for the life, 
culture, freedom and faith of 
others. 

Vocabulary 
Use & Spell 

BC – An abbreviation for ‘before Christ’ -the 
letters are placed after a date 
that is earlier than the birth of Christ; AD – An 
abbreviation for ‘anno domini’ 
which means ‘in the year of the Lord -the 
letters are placed after a 
date, after the birth of Christ); monotheism; 
Pentateuch;  Torah; Old testament; Shabbat; 
seder plate;  

Jesus; Joseph; Mary; Gabriel; Nazareth; 
Bethlehem; Egypt; Bible; baptism; 
baptise; Roman Empire 

state the vocabulary to be learned 
during this topic 

 state the vocabulary to be 
learned during this topic 

 

Literacy 
across the 
curriculum 

Read 
An account of the Passover Story (Children’s 
Bible) 
 
Reading Skills 
• What’s the source of this text? When was 

it written? By whom?  
• What topic specific vocabulary is used? 
• Why has the author chosen to present this 

information in this way? (i.e. diagram, 
bold, text) 

 
Related Texts 

• Remind children of the story of the birth of 
Moses, and his discovery from the water 
by Pharaoh’s daughter 

 
Write Texts 

Read 
The beginning verse of John Chapter 1 
(from the Bible) Verses 1-5 
 
Reading Skills 
• What’s the source of this text? 

When was it written? By whom?  
• What topic specific vocabulary is 

used? 
• Why has the author chosen to 

present the words in a similar 
manner to the start of the Bible? – 
Genesis 1. 

 
Related Texts 

• Genesis 1; Matthew 2; Luke 1 
 
 
 
 

suggest reading texts to accompany 
topic  
state what reading skills for being a 
geographer/historian will be taught   
suggest writing opportunities in this 
topic and corresponding writing skills 

 suggest reading  texts to 
accompany topic  
state what reading skills for being 
a geographer/historian will be 
taught   
suggest writing opportunities in 
this topic and corresponding 
writing skills 

 



• Write a letter to a pen pal (from the 
viewpoint of a Jewish child) – Why I love 
the Shabbat day. 

 
Writing Skills 

• Write in the first person and in the present 
tense 

• Write with knowledge of how a Jewish 
child would spend the day in C21st UK 
 

 
Writing Skills 

• Using images of Philip and the 
Ethiopian retell the story using 
inverted commas for speech – link 
to speech and action verbs 
 (Acts 8:26-40) Yr 4 to use inverted 
commas correctly for direct speech 

Assessment 
& 

Monitoring 

Assessment 

• Letter to pen pal – demonstrate 
understanding through the reasons by 
which the child gives for why the day is so 
special 

 
Demonstrate Learning 
• Ask an appropriate question to a leader of 

a synagogue (link to synagogue visit) 
 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• Copy of one of the pupil’s letters to a pen 
pal 

• Copy of one of the pupil’s prayers – as if 
‘posted’ at the Western Wall in Jerusalem  

 

Assessment 

• Incarnation (Christmas) annual 
assessment – Cycle A for LKS2  
 

Demonstrate Learning 
• Children to explain why it was that 

John describes Jesus ‘as the word’ of 
God 

 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• Copy of one of the pupil’s 
Incarnation (Christmas) assessment 
task Cycle A for LKS2 

 

how will the subject leader monitor 
the teaching and learning of this 
topic? 
what evidence will the subject leader 
collect to show the acquisition of 
skills and knowledge? 
how will the teacher assess this topic? 
how will the teacher know that 
learning has taken place? 
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