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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Lockdown 

I trust that, along with the stresses and strains of lockdown, you have been able to enjoy family 

time together; learning together, walking in the countryside, trying a new skill or taking up a 

new hobby or possibly getting a few DIY jobs done around the home.  

If any of you have found yourselves in the unfortunate position of significantly reduced income 

due to redundancy or lack of work through the lockdown, please let us know – we are 

working with St Philips & St James Church who are distributing food parcels/support to those in 

need in the community and I know they would be happy to help if they can.  Further details 

here.  

 

Home learning  

Thanks so much to you all for your commitment to supporting learning at home. It is much 

appreciated.  We have however, noticed a significant reduction in the responses and 

engagement – Please don’t give up or pull back from your initial enthusiasm.  We understand 

it’s hard and enthusiasm does wane and we really do understand the wish to take an 

extended half term … however, please, please can I encourage you to keep up the good 

work you started; the end of term is in sight – 5 weeks to go!! 

I trust you have found the online lessons, which the teachers have been posting daily, useful. 

And have been able to supplement this with the CGP books and Doodle Maths.  Thank you to 

all who have worked so hard to keep up with this.   I hope you have had time to engage with 

some of the Thrive activities too and watch a few assemblies.  I have posted a link on the 

assembly’s page to a few new songs it would be great to learn. 

 

Partial Opening Increasing for Years 2 &5 

These last 2 weeks have gone well with the partial reopening of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

– all the careful planning paid off.  The children have enjoyed the opportunity to be back – 

one even commented that it was the ‘best day ever’.  We were pleased to be able to open 

on the 1st June as only about half of schools nationally did so and only 70% nationally 

managed to last week! 

You will, no doubt, have heard the recent government decision to abandon plans for all 

primary pupils to return to school for the last month of the year.  Today the government have 

issued further guidance to schools. 

Where schools have capacity, they may choose to welcome back additional pupils. It is up to schools to 
decide which pupils to prioritise, based on their knowledge of their children and communities. They may 
choose to welcome back pupils in another year group. Where middle schools choose to invite year 8 
pupils back, they should be confident they can manage this within the strict measures we have asked 
primary schools to adopt (including no more than 15 in a class, and consistency of these groups). …  
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When deciding how to welcome additional pupils back before the summer, schools should consider 
how they will communicate to parents, including those with children in reception, year 1 or 6 who have 
not yet taken up their offer of a place. Schools should ascertain if those parents want to take up the 
offer, making it clear that if they indicate that they do not, or do not respond, schools may offer this 
capacity to another pupil in which case they won’t subsequently be able to take up a place this term. 
They should ensure they are still able to accommodate vulnerable children and children of critical 
workers. 

We would very much love to be able to welcome all pupils back to school before the end of 

the academic year, however, we simply do not have the staffing capacity to do this.  Please 

note the guidance refers to ‘additional pupils’ not increased time for existing year groups.  As 

a school, we have put in place plans to extend the offer to open for children in Year 2 and 

Year 5.  I am really very sorry, but we are simply not able to staff opening for children in Years 3 

& 4 before September.  We plan to increase the Zoom opportunities for these year groups and 

hopefully ‘Zoom’ some lessons to compensate.  We plan to launch this increase for years 2 

and 5 from Monday 22nd June. 

In line with the above guidance, we shall be sending a questionnaire to all parents in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, who have currently not chosen to send their children, in 

requesting that you indicate your final decision before Noon this Wednesday  17th  June – after 

this point those groups will be ‘locked’. Your response to this questionnaire will be taken as 

final.  Children will not simply be able to return for the last week to say goodbye.  We will need 

to know where we stand with the groups and have some consistency for the last leg of the 

year. 

A questionnaire will also be sent to parents of children in Y2 &5 to indicate their intentions 

regarding a return to school for the last few weeks of the year.  I’d be grateful if you could also 

complete this by Wednesday 17th June 12pm noon.  As above, your response to this 

questionnaire will be taken as final.  Children will not simply be able to return for the last week 

to say goodbye.  We will need to know where we stand with the groups and have some 

consistency for the last leg of the year. 

 

What will it look like in September? 

Well, that’s a million-dollar question!  Who knows?  The bottom line is: we can’t physically fit 

more than 16 desks in a class without this becoming a significant health and safety risk, so, 

unless children are allowed to share a desk (ie non-existent social distancing) then we will not 

be able to have more than half the class in at any time. Unless things change dramatically, it 

won’t look too dissimilar to how it does now, although we will find a way to ensure some 

provision is made for ALL year groups. 

 

Classes in September 

We are currently considering how best to arrange classes for September – this will be shared 

with parents and children as soon as plans have been confirmed.  We are also considering 

how we can best facilitate transition – usually, children would get to spend some time in their 

new classes before the end of the year – clearly this will not be possible, but we are trying to 

be creative and consider how this could be done. 

 

  



Last day of term 

The last day of school (for those in school) will be Friday 17th July. 

Further detail about dates for next year will soon emerge, but we can say that, as always, the 

first day of September will be a training day. 

 

Drop off and collection times  

Just a quick reminder to all parents dropping off and collecting children from school – please 

be prompt (not early or late) for drop off – we have staggered the start and end of the day in 

line with government guidance to alleviate the ‘rush’ and congestion of people at the school 

gate.  If you come early, whilst I appreciate your enthusiasm, this doesn’t help with the 

congestion issue. 

 Parents will be asked to accompany their child (including Y6) to and from school, in order 

to ensure that social distancing is maintained.  

 On arrival, an adult will be waiting to greet children before they are directed to wash their 

hands and make their way to the classroom. 

 The office/classrooms will not be open as a ‘drop-in’. If you need to contact us, please 

email or call and leave a message and we’ll get back to you. Parents will not be able to 

enter ANY of the school buildings without prior appointment. 

 

Morning drop-off – please arrive at the times below 

Class Drop off Time Collection time  

Robin 8:45 3:00 

Jay 9:00 3:10 

Dove 9:15 3:20 

Kestrel  8:45 3:20 

Key worker Group 8:45 3:15 

 

 

With thanks for your support and partnership in learning. 

 

Best wishes. 

Stay safe. 

 

Andy Joy 


