
Long Term Plan CYCLE A  KS1 Yrs 1 and 2 

Religious Education syllabus AMV https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/ supported by the 

Understanding Christianity Resource www.understandingchristianity.org.uk 

CYCLE 
Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

A 

 
1.1 GOD 

UC 
 

 
1.3 INCARNATION 

CHRISTMAS UC 
 

 
Unit 3 WHY ARE SOME 

STORIES SPECIAL 
AMV 

 

 
1.5 SALVATION 

EASTER UC 

 
1.2 CREATION 

UC 
 

 
1.4 GOSPEL 

UC 

National 
Curriculum 

• NA St Philip’s follows the https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/ syllabus, using the Understanding Christianity resource 
alongside this. 

Additional 
Knowledge 

& 
Skills 

God Knowledge 

• God is known as ‘father’ by Christians 

• Christians view themselves as ‘children of 
God’ 

• God has a ‘character’ like we as humans 
do (e.g. he is loving, he is kind, he is 
truthful – link to our Christian values) 

• God is forgiving and desires that his 
children say ‘sorry’ after wrongdoing 

• To know the story of the parable of the 
Lost Son 

• To know what a ‘parable’ is (short story 
with a message) 

• To know that Christians find out about 
God as they read stories from the Bible 

• To know that Jesus spoke in parables 
often 

• There are different types of prayer: 
- Please (petition) 
- Sorry  
- Thanks (praise) 

• The story of Jonah (from a Children’s 
Bible) that depicts God as seeking to 
forgive 

• Christians view God as just (fair) 

• Christians seek to copy God in his 
character 
 

 
Skills for this topic: God  

• Can children discuss what God is like? His 
character? 

• Listen and recall stories from the Bible 

• Understand that parables are ‘made up; 
stories with a message 

 
Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 

Incarnation Knowledge 

• To know the Christmas story (read 
from a Child’s Bible) 

• To be able to order 
(chronologically) the basic evens 
from the story of the birth of Jesus 

• Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Israel 
– a real country. To see how 
Bethlehem is near the capital city, 
Jerusalem on a map 

• Christians believe that Jesus is God; 
part of the ‘trinity’ – link to the 
Collective Worship time in the hall 
when the children repeat on the 
lighting of the candle:  
‘God the father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit’ 

• Incarnation means God born as a 
person (a human) 

• God sent Jesus for everyone, both 
poor and rich; make links here with 
the shepherds and the wise men 

• Know the names for the wise men’s 
gifts: 
- Gold (for a King) 
- Frankincense (for prayers) 
- Myrrh (pointing to his death) 

• To know that gifts are shared at 
Christmas time in the same way 
Jesus was given gifts 

 
 
Skills for this topic: Incarnation 

• Ordering events in time 
chronologically 

• Listen and recall Bible stories based 
around the first Christmas 

 

Why are some stories special 
Knowledge 

• Each religion/ faith has its own set 
of special stories that they tell 

• These stories are told over and 
over again 

• In the different religions these 
stories are told to children as 
soon as they are old enough to 
understand them 

• The religions have a special book: 
- Christians (The Bible) 
- Muslims (The Qur’an) 
- Jews (The Torah) 

• Torah means ‘law’ or ‘rules’ and 
was written by Moses  

• For followers of the faiths the 
special book should be treated 
with respect (link to Christian 
value – respect) and should not 
be dropped or left on the floor 

• All these faiths have ‘prayer’ in 
common, with a belief that their 
god (s) hear prayers 

• Some faiths belief in one God (this 
is called monotheism) 

• Some faiths believe in many gods; 
this is called polythesim 

• Muslims kneel on prayer maths 
(often beautifully decorated) and 
face a place called Mecca 

• To know the story Jesus told of 
the sower and the seed 

• To know the Muslim story of Bilal 
(one of Muhammad’s friends) and 
the first Muslim call to pray  

 
 

Salvation Knowledge 

• Salvation is the main point 
of the Easter story 

• Salvation in Christian 
thought means Jesus saving 
people from sins 

• Link to our concept of 
‘Salvation’ on the Bible 
timeline 

• Order the main events of 
the Easter story 
chronologically 

• On the Sunday before his 
death, Jesus was waved into 
Jerusalem with palm 
branches 

• He entered the city on a colt 

• To know that a colt is a 
young male horse (probably 
younger than four) 

• On the colt, robes were laid 
before Jesus on the ground, 
pointing to Jesus’ kingship  

• During the time of Easter 
many people eat hot cross 
buns, to remember the 
cross on which Jesus died 

• To know Jesus’ words on the 
cross – ‘Father forgive them, 
for they don’t know what 
they are doing.’ 

• After rising (resurrection) 
Jesus appeared to people 
for 40 days to show he was 
alive  
 

Skills for this topic: Salvation 
 

Creation Knowledge 
 
 

Gospel Knowledge 

•  
 

Skills for this topic: Creation 
 

Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
 
Change and continuity 

 
Cause and effect 

•  

 

https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/
http://www.understandingchristianity.org.uk/
https://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/


• I know that Nineveh was a real place and 
the city existed a long time ago (before 
the life and times of Jesus) 
 

Change and continuity 
• I can recognise similarities and differences 

between the lives of people living in 
different periods of time. 
 

Cause and effect 
• I can explain – from religious stories - why 

significant events happened, why people 
behaved as they did; e.g. why Jonah did 
not want to go and speak to the people in 
Nineveh 

• Why the father waited for his son to come 
back in the story of het Lost Son 

Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
• I know that Jesus’ birth happened a 

long time ago (2,000 years) 
• That the wise men visited some 

time after the visit of the Shepherds 
 

Change and continuity 
• I know that over time the sorts of 

gifts people give each other have 
changed; e.g. traditionally children 
would receive an orange/satsuma 
in a stocking in the UK at Christmas 
time 

• In other countries gifts are given 
and received on different days to 
25/12 

 
Cause and effect 
I can explain – from the Christmas Story 
– why the wise men gave gifts; link to 
words such as honour and respect (one 
of our Christian values) 

Skills for this topic: Why are some 
Stories special 

• That books may be written (at 
first) in different languages 

• To know that not every culture 
writes from left to right (e.g. 
Hebrew and Arabic) 

• That not every book reads from 
left to right (see above) 

• To listen to viewpoints different 
to one’s own 
 

Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
• To identify the incarnation on a 

timeline; to consider where 
Muhammad fits in on a timeline 
(AD 670) 
 

Change and continuity 

• Compare different version of 
Children’s Bibles – older and 
newer ones; how to the images 
compare? How can we tell which 
ones are the most modern? Why 
are they renewed every few 
years? 

 
Cause and effect 
 
I can explain – from religious stories – 
why (i) he disciples were confused 
with Jesus’ story and wanted it 
explained (ii) why Bilal is such an 
important figure in for Muslims 

 

• Children could make (or eat) 
hot cross buns to remember 
the death of Jesus 

• Learn the song Gethsemane 

• Reflect upon times they 
might forgive others 
 

Skills as a religious observer 
Time and chronology 
• I know that Easter time is 

linked to Salvation on the 
Bible timeline of 8 concepts 

• I know that Salvation comes 
after the incarnation 

• Jesus died 33 years after his 
birth 

 
Change and continuity 
• Traditions are passed down 

the generations re how 
Easter is celebrated 

• That traditional Easter songs 
have been replaced by more 
modern ones to be sung at 
Easter time, such as ‘In 
Christ Alone’ 
 

Cause and effect 
I can think about – from the 
Easter Story – why the crowds 
were joyous at Jesus’ arrival, and 
yet angry when they called for 
him to be crucified 

Our 
Curriculum 

Our Intent 
The intent of our RE curriculum is to engage 
children with the major faiths of our day: what 
is believed across our city, country and the 
wider world. We encourage our children to 
listen sincerely to the viewpoints of others and 
to show empathy to those whose worldview 
may be very different to their own 
 
Local 

• Compare stories/parables with our own 
lives at school and the home; link with the 
school’s Christian values: 
- When are we kind? 
- When are we forgiving? 
- When do we seek to be fair? 

Our intent 
The intent of our RE curriculum is to 
engage children with the major faiths of 
our day: what is believed across our city, 
country and the wider world.  
 
Local 

• Children to visit the church for the 
annual Church Service 

• Children to learn some of the 
Christmas songs/hymns in the 
weekly Tuesday Singing Worships 

Our intent 
The intent of our RE curriculum is to 
engage children with the major faiths 
of our day: what is believed across our 
city, country and the wider world. We 
encourage our children to listen 
sincerely to the viewpoints of others 
and to show empathy to those whose 
worldview may be very different to 
their own; drawing comparison with 
their own lives. We believe that with 
greater understanding comes greater 
tolerance for the life, culture, freedom 
and faith of others. 
 
Local 

• Invite one of the local vicars to 
come and tell one of the stories 
from the Bible; do any of our 
children from Muslim homes have 
a version of one of the Muslim 
stories they might wish to share? 

 

Our intent 
The intent of our RE curriculum is 
to engage children with the 
major faiths of our day: what is 
believed across our city, country 
and the wider world.  
 
Local 
* Children to visit the church for 
the annual Easter Service 
Children to learn some of the 
Easter songs/hymns in the 
weekly Tuesday Singing Worship 
 

• Children to make the link 
between eggs and new life, 
considering where ‘new life’ 
comes in the Resurrection 
story. 

Our intent 
The intent of our RE curriculum is 
to engage children with the major 
faiths of our day: what is believed 
across our city, country and the 
wider world. We want our 
children to be genuinely intrigued 
by how faith impacts upon the 
lives of believers, both today and 
in the past, and to consider what 
relevance such faith may have on 
us today in the 21st century. 
 
Local 
 
 

 

Transfer & 
Connect 

Prior Knowledge 

• Some children may know the texts (Story 
of Jonah and the parable) from being read 
to them at home 

Prior Knowledge 

• Personal experience of Christmas 
celebrations at home/with family 
members 

Prior Knowledge 

• Children may know some of these 
stories from home/church 

 

Prior Knowledge 

• Personal experience of 
Easter celebrations & 

Prior Knowledge 
 
Future Learning 
 

 

https://www.giftsinternational.net/knowledge-hub/guide/gifts-unwrapped-the-history-of-christmas-presents
https://www.giftsinternational.net/knowledge-hub/guide/gifts-unwrapped-the-history-of-christmas-presents
https://romancandletours.com/blog/2017/12/14/italian-christmas-traditions/#:~:text=Most%20Italian%20families%20exchange%20gifts,Santa%20Claus%2C%20brings%20the%20gifts.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-E1aKneJHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENtL_li4GbE


 
KS1 

• Children would have (if they did Cycle B 
last year) done Unit 6 (AMV How Should 
we Live our lives) reflecting on the ‘Golden 
Rule’ from Jesus – ‘Treat others as you 
would like to be treated’ 

• Also (in the same unit) the parable of the 
Unforgiving Servant; and that treating our 
‘neighbour’ well means all others 

 
 
Future Learning 

• In term 2.1 (Why are some stories special 
AMV) children will learn about other 
stories from the Christian and other faith 
tradition, that explore both character and 
justice 

• In Term 2.2 (1.5 Salvation) children will 
see the heart of God in the forgiveness 
offered at the cross 
 
 
 
 

Connections, Concepts and Contexts 

• Key religious concept – the second 
concept of the Bible timeline (The Fall) 
points to humans’ need of forgiveness 

• Religious art showing parts of the story of 
Nineveh and also the Parable of the Lost 
Son 

• Compare large fish’s stomach with the 
stomach of a human 

 
EYFS 
 

• Children would have been part of 
previous the year’s Reception EYFS 
Nativity – and could re-look at the 
film/stills from it. This will jog their 
memory re the story and their own 
memory of last year’s performance 

 
KS1 
 

• Children would have (if they did 
Cycle B last year) done Unit 6 (AMV 
How Should we Live our lives) – 
considering how we treat our 
neighbour – through this they can 
consider how some people are not 
in a position to enjoy the festivities 
of Christmas due to illness or 
poverty 

 
Future Learning 
 

• Next term, children will learn about 
other faiths/cultures and their 
celebrations in AMV Unit 3 ‘Why 
are some stories special. They will 
recap on Christians’ holy book, the 
Bible where the Christmas story is 
found in the gospels of Matthew 
and Luke 

 
Connections, Concepts and Contexts 

• Link to the Reception Nativity held 
last year; Yr 1s and 2s will watch a 
performance of the current EYFS 
Nativity in the school hall in early 
December 

• Concept from the Bible timeline of 
the ‘Incarnation’ – refer to visually 

KS1 

• In EYFS (Unit 2 Why are some 
times special AMV) children will 
have considered celebrations in 
different faiths, such as marriage 
(smashing wine glasses at a 
Jewish marriage) and learnt about 
the Passover annual celebration 
in the Jewish faith; they will have 
already heard about Moses and 
his being rescued from water as a 
child 

 
Future Learning 

• Next term (1.5 Salvation (Easter) 
the children will learn about the 
Easter story, building on what 
they learnt in EYFS 

• In Term 3.1 they will learn (1.2 
Creation UC) about the Creation 
story, considering their own role 
in caring for God’s beautiful world 

 
Connections, Concepts and Contexts 

• How do we care for the books we 
have in school/home? Do we ever 
drop them or leave them on the 
floor? 

• Link to our own rules at home and 
at school (law, Torah)  

• Link to British rule of law and 
justice 

• Link to democracy and how 
countries operate 

• Parable of the sower link to 
listening – how well do we listen? 

holidays at home/with 
family members 
 

EYFS 
 

• Children will remember the 
Easter Service from last year 

• They will remember that 
Jesus’ friend, Joseph gave 
him his own tomb to use 

• That repentance means 
saying sorry for sin (wrong 
things we’ve thought, said 
or done)  

 
Future Learning 

• In LKS2 Chidlren will learn 
how to order the events of 
the Bible timelines 
chronologically 

• They will learn in LKS2 
Salvation Unit 2A.5 that 
Christians mark the three 
days: Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, & Easter Sunday 
quite distinctively 

 
 

Connections, Concepts and 
Contexts 

• Repentance links to our 
Christian value of 
‘forgiveness’ 

• Jesus was willing to die 
because he loved the world 

• John 3v16 most famous 
verse of the Bible 
 

 

 
Connections, Concepts and 
Contexts 

•  

Vocabulary 
Use & Spell 

God; kind; just; forgive; fair; parable; lost son; 
Jesus; character; please; sorry; thanks; father  

Jesus; Joseph; Mary; Bethlehem; Father, 
Spirit, Son; gold; frankincense; myrrh; 
king 

Book; rule; law; Torah; Qur’an; Bible; 
oral storyteller; Muhammad; Jesus; 
sower; Bilal 

Jesus; death; cross; Pilate; 
crucify; resurrect; colt; Good 
Friday; Easter Sunday 

state the vocabulary to be 
learned during this topic 

 

Literacy 
across the 
curriculum 

Read 
An account of the story of Jonah from a 
Children’s Bible 
 
Reading Skills 
• What’s the source of this text? When was 

it written? By whom?  
• What topic specific vocabulary is used? 
• Why has the author chosen to use the 

images they have in this version? 
 
Related Texts 

• Parable of the Lost Son  
 

Write Texts 

Read 
An account of the Christmas Story from 
a child’s Bible – focusing upon the visit 
of the wise men and their gifts for a king 
 
Reading Skills 
• When was it written? By whom?  
• What topic specific vocabulary is 

used? 
• Can we pronounce gold, 

frankincense and myrrh? 
• Why has the author chosen to use 

the images they have for this 
version of the story? 

 
Related Texts 

• Luke 1 
 

Read 
A re-telling of Jesus’ parable of the 
sower 
 
A re-telling of the story of Bilal - the 
Muslim’s first call to prayer 
 
Reading Skills 
• When was it written? By whom?  
• What topic specific vocabulary is 

used? 
• Why has the author chosen to use 

the images they have?  
 
Related Texts 
 
Another of Jesus’ parables 
 

Read 
An account of the Easter Story 
from a child’s Bible, focusing on 
the Triumphal Entry from John 
12 and Luke 19; Mark 11 
 
Reading Skills 
• When was it written? By 

whom? Matthew Mark Luke 
John (Gospel writers) 

• What topic specific 
vocabulary is used? 

• Why has the author chosen 
to use the images they 
have? 
 

Related Texts 

suggest reading  texts to 
accompany topic  
state what reading skills for 
being a geographer/historian will 
be taught   
suggest writing opportunities in 
this topic and corresponding 
writing skills 

 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/jonah-preaching-before-nineveh-56806
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable_of_the_Prodigal_Son
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r9M2Xlyw7M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011&version=ESV


• Write a short paragraph alongside an 
image of Jonah being ‘spat from the belly 
of a large fish’ 

 
Writing Skills 

• Ensure God and Jonah are capitalised (Yr 1 
link capitals for proper nouns) 

• Ensure it is written in a sentence (Yr 2 link 
with capitals and full stops) 
 

Writing Skills 

• A sentence to go with an image of 
the wise men offering their gifts 

• ‘Wise men offered gifts of....’ 

• Can children use a capital J for 
Jesus? (link to Yr 1 capitals for 
proper nouns; Yr 2 correct use of 
capitals and full stops; Yr 2 commas 
for lists) 

Writing Skills 

• Children to write a few sentences 
by images of the holy books 
(Bible, Torah and Qur’an) 
explaining which faith reads 
which special book. 

• Jn 12; Mark 11; Luke 19; 
Matthew 21 
 

Writing Skills 
A speech bubble linked to 
one of the observers in this 
famous painting by the 
Frenchman, James Tossit. Yr 
1 link – use a capital, 
question or exclamation 
mark 

Assessment 
& 

Monitoring 

Assessment 

• Photo of Jonah and large fish alongside a 
sentence/short paragraph  

 
Demonstrate Learning 
• Why did Jonah (at first) refuse to obey 

God and go to Nineveh? 
 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• Copy of one of the pupil’s pieces if work – 
The fish spat out Jonah from the belly of 
the fish. 

 

Assessment 

• Children to complete the three 
questions on the Infant Christmas 
Assessment for Cycle A 
 

Demonstrate Learning 
• Children to explain in what ways 

Jesus is a King (link to the gift of 
gold) 

 
 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• A copy of one child’s Infant 
Christmas Assessment 

 

Assessment 

• See above – children to identify 
the faith with its book 
 

Demonstrate Learning 
 
Can children re-tell the parable of the 
sower, describing the different ways in 
which people listen 
 
 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• A copy of one of the children’s 
books, showing which faiths read 
which special book 

Assessment/Celebration 

• Children to complete the 
questions on the Infant 
Salvation (Easter) 
Assessment for Cycle A 
 

Demonstrate Learning 
• Children to explain how not 

everyone would have 
cheered Jesus into the city 
of Jerusalem from the James 
Tossit image 

 
Evidence for the Subject Lead 

• A copy of one child’s Infant 
Salvation (Easter)  
Assessment 

 
 

  

 

The intent of our RE curriculum is to engage children with the major faiths of our day: what is believed across our city, country and the wider world. We want our children to be genuinely intrigued by how faith impacts upon the lives of believers, both today and in the past, and to 
consider what relevance such faith may have on us today in the 21st century. We encourage our children to listen sincerely to the viewpoints of others and to show empathy to those whose worldview may be very different to their own, drawing comparison with their own lives. We 
believe that with greater understanding comes greater tolerance for the life, culture, freedom and faith of others. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021%3A1-11&version=NKJV
file://///virage/VOLUMES/Users/Staff/c.bentley-taylor/RE/UC%20Understanding%20Christianity/Salvation/James%20Tossit%20Triumphant%20Entry.pdf
file:///T:/32%20%20RE%20&%20Ethos/+New%20RE%20curriculum%202018/Knowledge%20Organisers/Christmas%20Assessment%20Incarnation/Cycle%20A.pdf
file:///T:/32%20%20RE%20&%20Ethos/+New%20RE%20curriculum%202018/Knowledge%20Organisers/Christmas%20Assessment%20Incarnation/Cycle%20A.pdf
file:///T:/32%20%20RE%20&%20Ethos/+New%20RE%20curriculum%202018/Knowledge%20Organisers/Easter%20Assessment%20Salvation/Cycle%20A.pdf
file:///T:/32%20%20RE%20&%20Ethos/+New%20RE%20curriculum%202018/Knowledge%20Organisers/Easter%20Assessment%20Salvation/Cycle%20A.pdf

